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School Board 

 Vision: To be the school system of choice.  
Mission: To prepare each of our students, through academic achievement, for college, career and life success. 

              2014—2015 Legislative Priorities 
Marietta City Schools (MCS) and The Board of Education of the City of Marietta encourage the Cobb County Legislative Delegation 
to consider the following: 

Budgeting & Funding Priorities 
I. Charter Systems Funding 
 Develop reporting methods that do not penalize earnings when using flexibility options so that charter school systems are not 

penalized for innovative scheduling. 
 Continue enhanced Charter System funding appropriations (HB283), used to support innovation.   
 

II. Local Impact Statements – Education Legislation 
Support requirements that all education bills include a fiscal note detailing budgetary impact on local school districts in 
accordance with Georgia Code Title 28, Chapter 5, Article 3A, State and Local Government Partnership.  
 

III. QBE School Funding Formula 
 Fully fund Quality Basic Education (QBE) as mandated by law.  If a less complicated, more flexible formula is determined, it too 

should be adequately funded at a level that supports the specific learning needs of all students. A new school funding formula 
should not be designed to modify and facilitate further reductions in QBE. 
 Modify the QBE funding formula to reflect significant costs to attract qualified individuals to the education profession in high 

need areas. 
 

Governance - Flexibility, Authority 
I. Rights of Local Boards to Manage and Control 

Fully support the constitutional authority of local boards of education to control and manage the schools in their  systems. As 
elected officials, local boards of education must have the authority to deliberate and act upon what is in the best interest of their 
local communities and schools. 
 

II. Teacher and Leader Evaluation Equation  
 Reduce the current required percent of the Teacher and Leader performance evaluations tied to growth in student achievement.   
 Extend the requirement "in no later than 2014-15" noted in HB244 as it applies to use of student achievement/growth data due to 

the delay in receipt of student growth (Milestones) results and lack of substantiated confidence in the data. 
 

III. Authority Over Local Programs 
 Modify GaDOE regulations for federal programs so that there is more consistency with other states in the interpretation of 

approved expenditures of funds.  Currently, each state interprets federal regulations differently and Georgia does not permit 
funds to be spent on student needs in ways that other states may permit.  This forces school systems to use funds in ways that 
are not the most effective and inhibits supplementing student needs in creative and strategic ways to eliminate barriers to 
learning. 
 Amend the Smart Snacks in Schools regulation to reduce federal over-reach within local school districts. The current 

regulations compromise the ability of co-curricular classes and extra-curricular clubs, teams, and organizations to raise the 
funding needed for necessary resources, experiences, and support.  The local board, school administrators and state program 
directors should maintain the decision making authority and accountability for all co-curricular programs that involve food 
preparation and food sales (i.e. culinary and food science classes, family and consumer science courses, special education 
transition skills/training courses, etc.) With exception to regulations related to the school cafeteria: the local board, school 
administration and families should maintain responsibility for overseeing food related school operations and fundraising 
opportunities.  

 

IV. Georgia Graduation Requirements 
Modify Georgia’s graduation requirements which currently state that high school seniors must complete four credits of math, 
four of English and four of science. These requirements are among the toughest in the country, and affect Georgia’s 
comparatively low graduation rate. In addition, continued changes in curriculum negatively impact student achievement, 
specifically in Math. Graduation requirements should align with requirements for admission into post-secondary education and 
also support the development of a skilled workforce.  


